
ACOEM Sets the Standard for Air Quality 
Monitoring in Sydney’s New WestConnex M8  
Sydney, Australia, 8 July 2020  

With a network of ACOEM air quality monitoring systems in place to provide accurate 
environmental management, WestConnex’s highly anticipated M8 motorway has officially 
opened, cutting commuting times and giving Sydney drivers more efficient travel options.  
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The new 9-kilometre twin underground motorway tunnels run from the end of the M5 
Motorway at Kingsgrove, to St Peters Interchange in Sydney’s South.  

As Australia’s population grows and existing road infrastructure becomes more congested, 
urban planners are increasingly turning to underground road tunnel networks to support 
smart city and regional expansion. Under stringent government regulations, all underground 
motorway tunnels require the inclusion, operation and maintenance of three specific air 
quality monitoring functions: sensors inside the tunnel, ventilation outlets, and ambient 
locations around the tunnel. 

The WestConnex M8 is the first tunnel project in Australia that incorporates ACOEM air 
quality monitoring hardware for all three regulatory components – in-tunnel air quality 
sensors supplied by ACOEM Tunnel Sensors, and ambient and ventilation outlet monitoring 
stations by ACOEM Ecotech. In addition, ACOEM Ecotech has also been contracted to 
provide ongoing maintenance and data validation for air quality monitoring on behalf of 
WestConnex | Transurban who is responsible for owning and operating the asset during its 
concession. 



ACOEM, the parent company of both Ecotech Pty. Ltd. and Tunnel Sensors Ltd., has 
supported the tunnel delivery contractor, CPB Contractors Dragados Samsung Joint Venture 
since the project’s inception in 2014. ACOEM’s 40+ years of domestic and international 
expertise in designing, operating and maintaining air quality monitoring systems for in-
tunnel and ambient applications was key to its selection as the exclusive provider of air 
quality systems for this project.  

ACOEM’s network of air quality monitoring systems helps to ensure the safety, health and 
wellbeing of motorists and communities in neighbouring areas while providing the most 
effective solution for regulatory compliance. 

“This is the first time that a road tunnel project has exclusively integrated ACOEM’s Ecotech 
and Tunnel Sensors equipment together to create a seamless solution for all aspects of air 
quality monitoring from initial planning, through construction phase and testing all the way 
to operations and maintenance contracts,” commented Michael Preston, Strategic Business 
Development Manager, ACOEM Ecotech.  
 
“This united ACOEM team approach is just one example of how we work collaboratively on a 
global scale to give our customers the advantage of combined expertise and knowledge in 
environmental monitoring technologies for tunnel infrastructure,” he added.  
 
For more information about ACOEM’s global expertise in road tunnel air quality monitoring 
systems, please contact michael.preston@acoem.com or visit our website. For more 
information about the WestConnex M8, visit www.westconnex.com.au  
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ABOUT ACOEM 
ACOEM Group is committed to sustainable development and helping companies and public authorities limit 
their environmental impact. Headquartered in France with operations around the world, its businesses design 
and develop smart solutions that prevent and controls air, noise and vibration pollution; increase the 
productivity and reliability of industrial machinery; and create effective, robust and noiseless products. 

ECOTECH PTY LTD 
For over 40 years, ECOTECH has pioneered innovative solutions in environmental monitoring for air, water, 
gas, noise, vibration, blast, meteorology, fine particulate and dust. Headquartered in Melbourne, Australia, 
and certified to internationally recognised quality standards, ECOTECH operates in more than 80 countries, 
managing and maintaining over 500 real-time environmental monitoring sites consisting of thousands of 
individual pieces of precision equipment. Ecotech Pty Ltd became part of the ACOEM Group in 2017. 

  
TUNNEL SENSORS LTD 
Formed in 2005 as a subsidiary of Dynoptic Systems Ltd, Tunnel Sensors designs and manufactures a range of 
air pollution monitoring equipment specifically for the tunnel market. Headquartered in the United Kingdom, 
the business provides a complete range of tunnel air monitoring sensors for measuring visibility and dust, toxic 
gas emissions, air speed and direction as well as tunnel luminance and illuminance. Tunnel Sensors Ltd became 
part of the ACOEM Group in 2019. 
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